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All tied up

A soccer
sister act

Professor talks about
eclectic tie collection – B1

Soccer Recap – B6

Employees win decade-long struggle

ILLUSTRATION BY JACOB PINSON

EASTERN ADOPTS POLICY ALLOWING
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS FOR
EMPLOYEES
By STEPHANIE SMITH

stephanie_smith335@eku.edu
A decade-long struggle to adopt domestic partner beneﬁts at Eastern came to an end recently when Eastern President Doug Whitlock announced at fall convocation the university would
adopt the policy, making it available later this fall.
Referred to in the policy as “sponsored dependent” beneﬁts, the term, President Whitlock told
the crowd, wasn’t meant to mislead.
“Lest anyone accuse me of using a euphemism
to cloud this issue, this is what is called at many
places ‘domestic partner beneﬁts,’” Whitlock said at
the Aug. 16 convocation. “To me, this is a matter
of fundamental fairness that requires we treat all

members of our community equally.”
According to the new policy, Eastern employees can now extend their beneﬁts to anyone who
lives with them for at least 12 months, so long as
the person is:
 18 years old
 not a relative
 isn’t employed by the homeowner
 is not eligible for Medicare
The policy also allows for beneﬁts to dependent
children, so long as their primary residence is with
the Eastern employee.
In sponsoring domestic partner beneﬁts, Eastern joins a number of other Kentucky universities
that have already adopted such a program, such as
the University of Kentucky and Berea College.
The move to extend beneﬁts to domestic partners has not been without its opponents. Lawmakers in the state Senate have repeatedly pushed for a
bill that would prohibit any public college or gov-

ernment agency from providing health insurance
to unmarried domestic partners. But the Senate’s
eﬀorts have been blocked by the state House of
Representatives, which has consistently voted to
kill the bill.
At Eastern, this issue ﬁrst surfaced more than
a decade ago when gay and lesbian faculty, students and staﬀ testiﬁed before the Faculty Senate
in hopes of adopting such a policy at the university,
said Marta Miranda, director of Women and Gender Studies.
Faculty Senate took a vote and all but one person passed it, it was almost unanimous, Miranda
said.
When the idea was forwarded to President Kustra, he supported the idea and promised to take it
to the Board of Regents, she said. But the proposal
never made it that far, as Kustra’s tenure soon end-

› SEE BENEFITS
BENEFITS, PAGE A4.

Former Chautauqua director
delivers opening lecture

Eastern one of nation’s
top 10 schools to work for

PROF. BRUCE MACLAREN
ANSWERS THE QUESTION
“WHY CHAUTAUQUA?”

ALSO NAMED TO THE CHRONICLE
OF HIGHER EDUCATION’S 2010
HONOR ROLL

By STEPHANIE SMITH

By JENNIFER HUTCHESON
& LINDSAY HUFFMAN

stephanie_smith 335@eku.edu
Eastern’s Chautauqua lecture series
has served as a showcase for a variety
of speakers, singers and artists for more
than 10 years. Sometimes the guests
travel hundreds of miles to give their lectures, but some only have to walk across
campus.
Thursday evening’s lecture in the Ferrell Auditorium was delivered by one of
Eastern’s very own: Bruce MacLaren, the
founder and former director of the lecture series.
Before giving his lecture, aptly titled
“Why Chautauqua?”, MacLaren listened
to his students, peers, successor Minh
Nguyen and Eastern President Doug
Whitlock sing his praises and throw in a
few friendly jabs.
“It’s well known that Bruce loves to
talk,” Nguyen said. “But what makes him
so endearing and so beloved to many of
us is that he loves the people he is talking
with even more.”
Whitlock agreed.
“What Bruce has brought here is
something that has greatly enriched the
education of EKU students,” he said.
Provost Janna Vice also announced
that a science award would be given each
academic year in MacLaren’s honor and
placed in the Crabbe Library. MacLaren was then awarded with a plaque and

progress@eku.edu
This year, Eastern distinguished itself
from hundreds of other major universities when it won an award for being one
of the nation’s top 10 large universities to
work for.
The Chronicle of Higher Education,
considered the nation’s leading source
of news about colleges and universities
across the nation, compiles an annual list
of “Great Colleges to Work For.” According to a recent press release, the list is cre-

ated through a two-step process: an audit
is conducted that assesses demographics
and workplace policies in the university,
then full-time faculty and staﬀ complete a
survey, attempting to gauge, among other
things, employee satisfaction.
According to The Chronicle’s website, Eastern was recognized for its “professional/career development programs,
teaching environment, work/life balance,
conﬁdence in senior leadership, and tenure clarity and process.”
Eastern was classiﬁed as a “large university” because it has more than 10,000
students and almost 800 full-time faculty
and staﬀ.
“That EKU has been listed again among
the ‘Great Colleges to Work For’ is really a

› SEE WORKERS, PAGE A4
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Bruce MacLaren gives opening lecture.
Chautauqua shirt.
“I thought I was going to give a lecture
tonight,” MacLaren said with a laugh,
adding that he has had a wonderful time
at Eastern, mostly because he “didn’t
have to wear a tie.”
MacLaren read T.S. Eliot’s “The Howl”
in its entirety to the ﬁlled auditorium
before playing Bob Dylan’s “Blowin’ In
The Wind” to begin his talk. He said he
planned to answer the nine questions
posed in the song to share why the Chau-

› SEE CHAUTAUQUA, PAGE A4
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History professor David Blaylock is one of 800 full-time employees at Eastern.
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Police Beat
All information is taken from
Eastern police reports.

August 9
■ Police responded to a report of terroristic threatening in
the Combs building. A female employee informed police that her
husband, also an employee, had
threatened to “bust her in the
head with a 22 bullet.” The female
ﬁled an Emergency Protective Order against her husband.

August 22
■ Evan Preston was arrested
after police responded to a report
from Barnes and Noble bookstore
over a suspicion of shoplifting.
Police obtained consent to search
Preston’s backpack and discovered six textbooks. Preston was
placed under arrest and lodged in
the Madison County Detention
Center.

checked out at 10 a.m. using ﬁnancial aid which gave the police
the name of the student.

August 27
■ A female student reported
damage to her vehicle. The female
advised that someone had shattered the back window of her vehicle. The value of the damaged
rear window was estimated at
$250.
■ Steven Pemberton was arrested after police responded
to a complaint of individuals in
a verbal argument. Upon arrival, police could ﬁnd no one arguing but observed Pemberton was
unsteady on his feet. Pemberton
failed a ﬁeld sobriety test. Police
felt that Pemberton was a danger
to himself, and he was arrested
and lodged in the Madison County Detention Center for his own
safety.

News Briefs

poetry and group discussions.

BioEnergy Field Day
See the latest technology and
products available for farmers to
participate in new sustainable energy industries in Kentucky at 4
p.m. Sept. 9 at Eastern’s Meadowbrook Farm. Learn about energy eﬃciency practices as well
as renewable energy production
opportunities that will give Kentucky farmers new opportunities
to improve their competitiveness
and proﬁtability. A complimentary dinner will be provided.

Pepsi Refresh Grant
The EKU Department of Recreation and Park Administration
as well as the Richmond Parks
and Recreation Department and
The Arc of Madison County will
be competing for a Pepsi Refresh
grant for $25,000 to help fund a
Handicap Accesible playground
at Lake Reba park. To vote, visit http://www.refresheverything.
com/lakerebaplayground.
You
may vote daily.

Register at
eku.imtrackonline.com

TUESDAY
9 - 11 p.m. - Welcome Back
Bingo in Keen Johnson ballroom

WEDNESDAY
11:30 a.m. Wellness
Wednesday: “Your Recipe
for a Better Health!” at the
Fitness and Wellness Center
3 - 5 p.m. - Recreational
Tree Climbing at the Fitness
and Wellness Center
7-10 p.m. - Social Justice
ﬁlm series in the Herndon
Lounge of Powell

Weather

August 23
■ Police responded to a report
of items stolen from the university. A female employee informed
the police that a former employee
had purchased items with a procurement card that were not authorized by the university. The total stolen value was $5,500.

August 25

Open Mic Night
Share your ﬁction, poetry and
creative nonﬁction or sit, listen
and have coﬀee or tea at 7 p.m.
Sept. 2 at the Hardback Cafe in
Hasting’s bookstore. Sponsored
by Sigma Tau Delta.

THURSDAY

8:30 - 9:45 a.m. - “Fireside
Chat” with Doug Whitlock
in the Faculty Lounge of the
Belay Cerﬁcaon
A belay certiﬁcation workshop Keen Johnson building

■ A male student reported a
theft from his residence in Palmer Hall. The male said his Halo:
Combat Evolved game had been
stolen while he was at the Fitness
and Wellness center. The total stolen value was $20.

will be held 6-8 p.m. Sept. 2 at the
Fitness and Wellness Center. The
certiﬁcation is good for one year.
Cost: $10.

August 26

Get a blood pressure and cholesterol screening at 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the Powell building.
Sponsored by WELL 4 U @ EKU!,
HEAT, Student Health Services
and Department of Health Promotion.

■ A female student reported that she had left a ﬂute in the
Barnes and Noble bookstore and
when she returned to retrieve
her property, it was missing. The
bookstore said no one had turned
in the ﬂute. Upon reviewing the
video footage of the surveillance
cameras, police observed a female pick up the ﬂute and continue shopping. The female then

Happenings

First Friday Health
Screening

Poetry Group Meeng
Eastern’s poetry group’s ﬁrst
meeting will take place at 9 p.m.
Sept. 7 in Keith 120. The meeting is open to anyone interested in

FRIDAY
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - First Friday Health Screening: Blood
Pressure and Cholesterol
Screenings at Powell
5 p.m. - Soccer vs. Wright
State at home

MONDAY
Labor Day - University
closed
Intramural Indoor Volleyball registration online:

Stop &
Go

First Gear

Madison Ave.

1st St.

9nYdaYZd]klYjlaf_K]hl/l`!

115 East Water Street
Richmond, KY 40475

Water St.

Subway

Post


All EKU students get a
10% discount

THURSDAY
Mostly Sunny
High: 93 Low: 68
Precip: 0%

FRIDAY
Scattered T-Storms
High: 80 Low: 57
Precip: 40%

SATURDAY
Sunny
High: 73 Low: 53
Precip: 0%

SUNDAY
Sunny
High: 76 Low: 56
Precip: 0%

MONDAY
Sunny
High: 82 Low: 59
Precip: 0%

TUESDAY
Mostly Sunny
High: 86 Low: 63
Precip: 0%

WEDNESDAY
Sunny
High: 85 Low: 64
Precip: 0%

Source: Weather.com

DESPICABLE
ME - 3D
11:50 2:15 4:35

VAMPIRES SUCK
12:30 2:45 5:05 7:15
9:30

GOING THE
DISTANCE
THE SWITCH
12:05 2:30 4:55 7:20 12:10 2:40 5:10 7:40
9:45
10:05
MACHETE
THE OTHER GUYS
12:10 2:40 5:10 7:40 1:15 4:30 7:10
10:10
THE LAST EXORTHE AMERICAN
CISM
11:55 2:25 5:00 7:35 12:15 2:30 4:45 7:05
10:10
9:40
EAT, PRAY, LOVE
THE EXPEND[PG13]
12:40 3:45 6:50 9:55 ABLES
12:00 2:35 5:00 7:30
LOTTERY TICKET 10:00
9:45
TAKERS
NANNY MCPHEE 11:50 2:20 4:50 7:25
RETURNS
9:55
11:45 2:20 4:55 7:25
10:05
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Renovated dorm finally opens its doors
WALTERS HALL WELCOMES
STUDENTS BACK WITH
FRESH NEW LOOK
By Taylor Pettit

progress@eku.edu
After undergoing a year of cosmetic and structural renovations,
Walters Hall has ﬁnally opened its
doors. And for many, the changes brought a welcome new look to
the dorm hall.
“I love it, I lived in Walters
three and a half semesters when I
was in school, so I look down the
hall and can’t believe it,” said Kenna Middleton, director of housing. “We really went in a diﬀerent
direction with Walters.”
Walters’s cosmetic changes have maintained the ski-lodge
style lobby, but have been updated it with a fresh color scheme.
“The paint colors are extra
warm, like something you’d see
in your home. I love the colors,”
Middleton said.
The color palette of the new
building includes browns and
golds. Middleton said that she
would like to continue the color
palette and unique style of Walters in other buildings around
campus. “I’m ready now,” Middleton added. “Walters has shown
you can use a richer color.”
In addition, the lobby loft has
been made handicap accessible
with lounge seating. “We’re getting the TV, board games-some-

thing like ping pong, less noisy being used in approximately 50 of
than pool-for the lounge area,” the rooms. New desks, computers
Middleton said.
for the lab, and microwaves for
The eight-ﬂoor building, with the kitchens should arrive withthe capacity for 380 students, in the next two weeks, Middleton
houses both men and women. said.
And the building is now one of
Despite the few missing ametwo upperclassmen-designated nities, students so far have given
dorms on campus. Walter’s base- high praise to the Walters facelift.
ment has been renovated with a
“I love it, everything is brand
quiet study space, laundry, and new, nothing’s messed up yet,
vending maand its upperchines. Each
classmen so it’s
ﬂoor also has
a lot quieter,”
a lounge or
said Brianna
study area and
Muck, a senior
a kitchen.
English
maThe
renjor from Florovations
to
ence, Ky. Muck
Walters cost
said that one of
$11 million-the best things
about $1 milabout the renlion more than
ovations is the
originally budcounter
and
geted. Middlestorage space.
ton said the
“There
has
cost overruns
to be at least
were the result
Kenna Middleton three or four
of unanticipatof coundirector of housing feet
ed infrastructer space by the
tural changes
sink, per perthat needed to
son.”
be made, inZach Raque,
cluding new
a sophomore
brick work, new windows, and Aerospace Management maupgrades to the building’s electri- jor from Louisville, Ky., said the
cal system. “Getting inside to that changes are a “huge step up” from
infrastructure is where some high what he’s accustomed to in the
ticket things come in,” she said.
dorms. Still, he’s not entirely sold
Although the building is open, on the brown and gold.
it still has a few wrinkles to be
“I don’t really know how I feel
ironed out, Middleton added. about the colors,” Raque said.
Currently, temporary desks are “But at least it’s not pink.”

“I love it, I lived in
Walters three and
a half semesters
when i was in
school, so I look
down the hall and
can’t believe it.”

FELICE SMITH/PROGRESS

Walters Hall is now open after a year-long renovation process.

Virtual restoration project coming to campus
PROFESSOR AWARDED
$100,000 GRANT FOR
CONTINUING RESEARCH
By KASSIE WILLIAMS

progress@eku.edu
With the world so focused on digital technologies, it’s easy to forget
how things used to be.
Back before the
craze of digital cameras, pictures were
developed from photo negatives. These
negatives, however,
were very sensitive to
moisture. The slightest bit of humidity
George Landon could ruin the negative, destroying any
chance that the photograph might be
enjoyed by future generations.
George Landon, a professor of
computer science at Eastern, has
embarked on a project in which he
hopes to ﬁnd a way to restore photograph negatives tarnished by moisture.
And his work received a nice
windfall recently: Landon was
awarded a $100,000 grant to help

him continue his research.
The grant, called the Digitization and Virtual Restoration of Deteriorating Photographic Materials,
was awarded to him by the National Science Foundation. The money
will help fund Landon’s work over
the next 18 months. And he’ll be assisted by three undergraduate computer science students on the project: Adam Fowler, Daniel Huster and
Shea Rembold.
They’ll be working in the building and research and consulting center on the fourth ﬂoor of the Wallace
Building.
The process for restoring negatives that have been corrupted by
water damage is a relatively new one,
Landon said. In years past, the restoration of negatives involved either a
high-quality camera taking a still image of the negative or a costly and
time consuming process of chemically ﬂattening the negative.
Now, technology has ushered
in a new method, one that scans
the negatives using a video camera
and catches how the light is viewed
through the negative as it is scanned.
This allows for the images to be recorded and pieced together so that a
new negative can be formed, Landon said.

“I am super excited about this
project,” said Daniel Huster, one of
the students assisting on the project.
“After the ﬁrst few meetings and getting to work on some of the preliminary stuﬀ I strongly feel that there is
a lot of potential within this project.
I am hoping for some good results.”
Though the science is inexact, it
does allow crumpled negatives damaged by water to be digitally ﬂattened
and viewed.
Many of the techniques used is
this restoration are similar to those
employed by ﬁlm makers and special eﬀects gurus when they generate
graphics for movies. But the process,
Landon said, “has more value than
just Hollywood.”
For example, consider all the old
photographic negatives taken during
wars or at other important points in
U.S. or even world history. So many
of those are used in textbooks or
documentaries, oﬀering a glimpse of
what life were like during an earlier
era.
With this new experimental
method, old photographic negatives
that have been damaged could be
restored, perhaps shedding light on
many untold stories of our nation’s
history.
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‘Go green’ efforts awarded grants from PRIDE
BLUEGRASS PRIDE GIVES EASTERN
$15,000 FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS
By DANA COLE

progress@eku.edu
Eastern’s eﬀorts to “go green” were
made easier this year with the help of three
grants awarded to the school by Bluegrass
PRIDE. Eastern was one of 18 organizations in central and eastern Kentucky to
receive a grant from PRIDE this month.
“PRIDE is a non-proﬁt environmental
group whose purpose is to educate citizens
on easy ways to positively impact their environment,” said Amy Sohner, PRIDE executive director. “The money for the grants,
totaling more than $50,000, came from
the Appalachian Regional Commission, an
economic development agency, which was

awarded the money with the help of Rep.
Ben Chandler,” Sohner said.
“Bluegrass Eastern received about
$15,000 total from PRIDE for two categories: education and educational workshops. The general education portion
helped to pay for the ﬁrst grant, about
$3,000. This money was used to purchase
new recycling bins for every kitchen, restroom, and residence hall on Eastern’s
campus.
PRIDE’s mission has always been to
empower central Kentuckians to improve
their environment through education,”
Sohner said. “I have no doubt that the
grants we have awarded today will play an
integral role in providing high quality environmental education and cultivating environmental stewards in our region.”
The workshop portion will go toward
Eastern’s Division of Natural Areas and
Center for Environmental Education,

which was awarded a $2,000 grant. This
money will be used to oﬀer training to students and teachers in the areas of energy
conservation, investigation and eﬃciency.
Eastern also received another $9,000
grant to aid in the construction of an outdoor classroom, which will be used by faculty and students alike for research and
service learning projects in several diﬀerent areas.
Rep. Chandler said the grants will help
to plant the seeds of environmental consciousness.
“Not only are our lakes, forests and rolling hills beautiful, but they enrich our lives
and even help many Kentuckians earn a
living,” Chandler said in a written statement. “These grants provide opportunities
to teach our children how best to take care
of and protect the Commonwealth--environmentally conscious children become
environmentally responsible adults.”

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY TREY BURKE & XI XIONG

Bins, such as these, are placed campus
wide to encourage students to recycle.

WORKERS

CHAUTAUQUA

BENEFITS

CONTINUED FROM A1

CONTINUED FROM A1

CONTINUED FROM A1

tribute to our outstanding faculty and staﬀ, dedicated colleagues who always strive for the highest standards of excellence individually and corporately,” said EKU President
Doug Whitlock in a recent interview.
Eastern was also named to The Chronicle of Higher
Education’s 2010 Honor Roll for being recognized in the
most categories. Only 39 colleges and universities were
added to this year’s list.
“It was icing on the cake for us that we moved up in the
‘Great Colleges to Work For’ listing by earning a place on
the Chronicle’s Honor Roll,” Whitlock said.
Holly Long, the assistant director of employment and
training in Eastern’s human resources department, said
she thinks the award will be a useful tool when hiring new
people.
“It’s a great marketing advantage for EKU,” she said.
“Especially during a time where the economy is not doing
great, this is one thing that will market Eastern well.”
September will mark the ﬁfth year that Long has been
working at Eastern. She said she applied to Eastern for its
proximity to her Richmond home, the great beneﬁts it offers and the “really fun, energetic atmosphere” found on
university campuses.
Long, who is married with two daughters, said, “The
beneﬁts were kind of a deciding factor for me, especially
with my family.”
But she said Eastern also encourages its workers to
reach beyond the workplace and provides the workers
with outlets to continue learning, such as professional development trainings and tuition waivers.
“I feel like Eastern gives a lot of opportunities for you to
almost follow your dreams,” Long said. “That sounds kind
of crazy, but even though the economy is bad, there is still
a lot of stability here. We have a great president who cares
about the university, the staﬀ, the faculty and the kids
here.”
Last year alone, Eastern hired 282 full- and part-time
faculty and staﬀ members, Long said.
“People want to work at EKU,” she said. “One thing I
always hear from applicants is that they want to work at
EKU because of the great beneﬁts we oﬀer. When I see
how many people are looking for jobs right now, it makes
me very thankful for the job I have and the opportunity
I’ve been given to work at such a great institution.”

tauqua lecture series should continue.
MacLaren answered those questions with examples
of Chautauqua lectures that stuck with him throughout the years. The one that stood out to him the most
was Richard Rodriguez’s lecture, “Compassion and the
Color Brown,” in which Rodriguez discussed the language used to divide people into ethnic groups.
MacLaren said he was so compelled by Rodriguez’s
lecture that he called Human Resources and told
them he didn’t want to be listed as white anymore, but
brown. When they told him that he had the option of
“other,” he took it.
Another lecture MacLaren recalled was that of
Daniel Ellsberg, who was made famous after he revealed classiﬁed documents, later known as the Pentagon Papers, which disclosed years of secrets and U.S.
wrongdoing in Vietnam. Ellsberg required police protection, MacLaren said.
MacLaren ended his lecture with a musical piece by
a more recent Chautauqua visitor, The American Spiritual Ensemble, which he said would more than likely
make him cry with its sheer beauty.
“It’s been a delightful 10 years, a delightful 41 years,”
MacLaren said before inviting the audience to a round
of drinks at The Paddy Wagon.
The next Chautauqua lecture will feature Peter
Singer, noted author and bioethicist, who will speak
on “Ethics and Animals: Extending Ethics beyond Our
Own Species” at 7:30 on Sept. 9 in the Ferrell Auditorium.

ed at the university.
Later, Kustra’s successor, then-President Joanne
Glasser took up the issue again, sending the policy to
Human Resources for a ‘cost beneﬁt analysis,’ Miranda
said. But again the issue was tabled, as Glasser failed to
bring it before the Board of Regents.
“I think we had to wait for the political climate external to the university to mature,” said Malcolm Frisbie, a
professor of biological sciences who also serves as the
faculty regent.
Three years ago, a group of students in the Queer
Theory and Politics class embarked on a project examining the lack of domestic partner beneﬁts at Eastern. The group soon took up the cause, staging rallies
and passing around a petition that acquired more than
1,000 signatures, Miranda said. They then presented
their ﬁndings to President Whitlock, who ultimately
signed oﬀ on the measure.
University employees have been supportive of the
new policy.
“We’re very excited to be able to oﬀer this,” said Gary
Barksdale, director of Human Resources. “I think it’s a
great thing.”
Sue Strong, a psychology professor at Eastern, said
she is one of many faculty members who welcomed the
change, adding that she was one of the policy’s original
supporters.
“It provides me great peace of mind to know that my
domestic partner, Barb, will have access to health insurance and beneﬁts that other spouses enjoy,” Strong said.
Frisbie, the faculty regent, said he likewise believed
the policy was long overdue.

Be sure to visit
www.easternprogress.com
for more online exclusives!
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New policy gets mixed
reviews in first week
“USE IT OR LOSE IT” RULE
IMPLEMENTED THIS SEMESTER TO
ENCOURAGE CLASS ATTENDENCE
By MAGGIE LAFLEUR

maggie_lafleur1@eku.edu
Students everywhere know what the
ﬁrst day of class is like.
Typically the instructor reviews the syllabus, then makes everyone in the class
give those dreaded and super awkward
introductions: insert your name, major,
year, hometown and something interesting about yourself. Many probably think,
“Who wants to sit through all of that?”
Especially if it’s their fourth or ﬁfth year
doing so.
But if students with the habit of blowing oﬀ those ﬁrst days of classes tried it
again this year, they will pay the price.
New to Eastern this fall, the “Use it or
lose it” policy gives instructors the authority to drop students from their classes if
they don’t attend on the ﬁrst day.
“I think it’s useful,” said Jim Gleason,
assistant professor to the Department of
Communication. “It sends a message that
participation in the class is a good thing.”
Gleason said some of his classes are often overﬂowing and he has to turn students away.
He said the new policy could potentially ﬁlter out the students who really want
to be in the class from students who don’t.
Communications lecturer John Strada
echoed Gleason’s statement.
“I enjoyed the fact that students no longer get to steal the spot from other students who want to take the class,” Strada
said.
Strada said he had some students miss
the ﬁrst day of class only due to parking issues.
He only dropped one student who had
ironically harassed Strada for an override
into his class over the summer but failed
to show up for the class even on the second day.
“If I have a full class I want to make sure
everyone wants to be there,” Gleason said.
Kathy Keltner, also an assistant professor in the communication department,

said she’s glad the policy has been instated
and everyone showed up to all four of her
classes on the ﬁrst day.
“Students at EKU typically have trouble
[registering] for classes,” she said. “I think
this will alleviate students from just shopping around.”
Some students said they also think the
new policy is a good thing.
“You’re here to go to class,” said Shana
Goggins, a graduate student. “If you don’t
want to go, someone else does.”
Goggins, however, admits to being one
of those students who would skip the ﬁrst
day of class in her undergraduate days.
“It [the policy] motivates kids to actually go to class on the ﬁrst day,” said Mason
Duke, homeland security major from Columbus, Ind.
Duke and his friends said their instructors were strict about enforcing this new
policy.
Some students said they are all for the
idea simply because they can’t aﬀord to
not go to class.
“If you’re going to pay for college, you
go to class,” said Alex Rowland, wildlife
management major from Lebanon, Ohio.
But other students also said there can
be justifying circumstances to this policy.
“It’s ridiculous,” said Audrianna Santana, pre-med major from Paintsville, Ky.
Santana said she misread the room
number on her schedule and sat in on the
wrong instructor’s ENG 101 class on the
ﬁrst day. That instructor assured to make
her original instructor aware of the situation; unfortunately, she was still dropped
from the class and had to register again.
“I think extenuating circumstances
happen, but no one seems to be understanding of that,” said Lori Wilson, political science major from Somerset, Ky.
Tyler Thornton, pre-med major from
Louisville, Ky. also said a friend of his was
dropped from a class because of an error
on her schedule, which she said caused
her to ﬁnd the wrong room.
Overall, the Use it or lose it policy
seemed to be eﬀective in its purpose on
the ﬁrst day of classes. Now, who will stick
it out for the remainder of the semester?

Comedian stresses finance
management to new students

SONYA JOHNSON/PROGRESS

Students Ben Carter and Kristi Deane participate in presentation by comedian James
Cunningham.

JAMES CUNNINGHAM TEACHES
FIRSTYEAR STUDENTS FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY BASICS
By CHAD ABSHIRE

progress@eku.edu
There’s a sack of money on a stool next
to a podium. Fittingly enough, the song being played is “I Will Buy You a New Life.”
As part of New Student Days at Eastern,
all freshmen were to attend Funny Money,
a lecture by James Cunningham, on Thursday, Aug. 26 in Brock Auditorium.
“Broke people make some noise!” Cunningham yelled to the crowd.
They clapped and yelled, making it
known that many attendees had empty
pockets.
Then Cunningham asked something
that made no one clap.
“Why are you broke?”
Cunningham came to Eastern to teach
ﬁrst-year students three important points
about money. First, know your ﬂow--budget properly and learn your cash ﬂow. Second, control what you owe and use your
credit cards wisely. And ﬁnally, invest some
dough. Stop buying things that don’t increase in value.
Students can’t reach the third step without having learned the ﬁrst two steps, Cunningham said.
Cunningham discussed in-depth each
point and often called out for volunteers

to participate. Those who volunteered got
paid based on what they had to do.
One lucky volunteer won $100 for dancing the best, outlasting six other contestants in a “ﬁnancial dance contest.” This
contest was based on moves from the three
points Cunningham had taught and then
recited into the microphone.
After the lecture, Cunningham seemed
pleased with how it went.
“Good show, good participation,” he
said. “EKU? It rocks.”
Cunningham said he always was “ﬁnancially savvy.” He got his start with Funny
Money by making jokes about starving students at college pubs. After shows, people
would say they related to it. Cunningham
would then help them budget on cocktail
napkins.
“Blend humor with serious messaging,” Cunningham said. “[That’s the] whole
point behind it.”
Cunningham, who is based out of Toronto, performs nearly 250 shows of Funny Money per year and has been to Eastern
ﬁve times.
“Demand is huge,” he said.
But despite the show’s name and success, he’s not in it for the money.
“I won’t do shows if there is an admission fee,” Cunningham said. “It’s knowledge-based.”
Cunningham can be found online at
facebook.com/funnymoneyman and at
twitter.com/funnymoneyman.
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Domestic partnership benefits:
Policy is long overdue
After more than a decade,
university administration ﬁnally made the momentous
decision to establish domestic partnership beneﬁts for
Eastern employees.
What this means for faculty and staﬀ members is that
if their living partners are
over 18 years old, not a relative, not employed by the
homeowner and ineligible
for Medicare, then they will
receive extended beneﬁts
through the university. These
beneﬁts will also be oﬀered to
any dependent children living
with an Eastern employee.
And unlike much of the legislation circulating in the nation today, Eastern does not
diﬀerentiate between sexual orientations with this new
policy. Whether unmarried or
married, heterosexual or homosexual, all employees living
with a partner will reap the rewards of working for Eastern.
But the advantages are
more numerous than just extended beneﬁts—Eastern can
utilize this policy for its own
gain, too. With all of the national recognition Eastern
has garnered through various
awards in the past few years,
this is just one more way for
Eastern to be recognized as a
school worth noticing.
Especially because Eastern
was recently placed on the
“Great Colleges to Work For”

list, which
is compiled
by
The
Chronicle
of Higher
Educ ation
a n n u a l l y,
awarding
domestic partner
beneﬁts has
the potential to attract a wider variety of
faculty and
staﬀ to the
school. This
will make
Eastern a
more marketable and
competitive school
on not only
a statewide
scale, but
on a national scale.
But
if
such things
are
true,
why
has
Eastern not
adopted
this policy
before now? The policy could
bring in a wider range of applicants for employment, and
the implementation of this
would guarantee a measure
of fairness to current em-

ployees in terms of beneﬁts.
Moreover, the discussions for
this legislation have been ongoing for more than a decade.
Should it really have taken
10 years to pass this notion?
Even though the univer-

sity should
certainly be
proud of various awards
it has won in
the past few
years, it’s important
to
note that all
it would’ve
taken to get
domestic
partner beneﬁts several years earlier was a
strong front
to push the
idea through
to the Board
of Regents.
That’s not
to say there
weren’t those
who vociferously tried to
get domestic
partner beneﬁts at Eastern—there
was a select
group of administrators,
faculty, staﬀ
and students
who fought
for it. And there were extenuating circumstances as to why
the proposal never made its
way to the Board before, circumstances that couldn’t always be controlled.

But for such a signiﬁcant
decision to be passed, it has
to have a ﬁrm support base
behind it. Perhaps if more
people at Eastern had taken up the cause, the policy
would have been given more
importance and would have
been passed sooner.
How many employees has
Eastern unknowingly turned
away in the past 10 years due
to the lack of domestic partnership beneﬁts? How many
times has the university professed to be diverse and fair to
all of its workers, and yet simple beneﬁts could not be given
to these workers’ living partners or dependent children?
Hindsight may be 20/20
and Eastern administration should be commended
for ﬁnally passing this policy. But it’s hard to ignore the
snail-like pace the policy was
forced to go at in order to cut
through the mounds of red
tape in university politics.
Regardless of these struggles, congratulations are in order for the supporters of this
notion who had to remain patient during the past decade.
Hopefully, when Eastern
faces a similar issue in the future, the time it takes for a
proposal to be made to the
Board of Regents will be considerably shortened.

Saving the world, one distraction at a time
My Turn
Lindsay
Huffman

If I could be any superhero, I’d be Wonder Woman. She’s strong, self-reliant,
beautiful and intelligent—
I even named my car after Wonder Woman’s alias,
Diana. (But in all fairness, I
also gave my car that name
because it is closely related
to Diane, which is the ﬁrst
name of a very famous female journalist who was
born in my hometown.)
But even though I wish I
could be, I am not Wonder
Woman.
I know this, obviously.
Superheroes who are super
great and have superpowers
are not real people. But that
doesn’t mean I don’t try to
act like one sometimes. OK,
maybe all the time. And I’m
sure there are other people

in the world who try to emulate their favorite superheroes.
I’m not saying I go
around trying to ﬁght oﬀ
villains or pretending to use
a “Lasso of Truth.” No, I try
to save the world. Not the
literal world, but my own
little world. In short, I can
be a bit of a control freak.
I want everything in my
life to be in order, according
to my plan and always on
time (or close to it). When
something unexpected happens, I am not happy because then all of my plans
have to be altered.
And isn’t that the point
of being a superhero—
to keep the world in order? To prevent tyrannical
shifts from occurring in the
world? Yes, and tyrannical
shifts translate to changes
in the plan of my life.
So when last weekend
came around, I had a plan.
A lame one, admittedly—on
Friday, go to Lexington. Saturday, ﬁnish all the home-

› Have an opinion?
Log on to www.EasternProgress.com and tell us what
you think. You can submit a letter to the editor, comment
on stories and opinion pieces, or take our weekly online
poll.
Letters to the editor should be no longer than 500
words and should include your name, association with
Eastern and a contact phone number or e-mail for verification purposes, not for publication.
Letters to the editor may be edited for length prior to
publication. Letters must be submitted by Tuesday at 6
p.m. in order to be considered for publication in the same
week.
The Progress reserves the right to edit or remove online
comments if their content is judged to be illegal, directly
insulting to an individual or otherwise unhelpful to the
conversation.

work that was steadily piling up on me and then relax
on Sunday. And after my
ﬁrst-week-at-school stresses, that sounded like a great
weekend to me.
But nothing really went
as I expected (shocking, I
know).
On Friday, a simple trip
to a Lexington bookstore
turned into eight books,
a visit to two Halloween
stores, and, of course, a delectable Gigi’s cupcake. Oh,
and don’t forget the spontaneous rave that my friends
and I were invited to (and
attended).
So when Saturday morning, rolled around, I knew
I needed to work and get
some things done. I needed to go to the Kentucky
Horse Park with a friend to
buy a T-shirt for the World
Equestrian Games, but we
had to go early to avoid a
parking fee. Thankfully, this
trip was successful. Moreover, the scenery at the
horse park was gorgeous—

if you’ve never been, stop
by sometime and admire its
beauty.
But when I got back
from my morning trip, I immediately sat down to read
for my Monday class. Wait,
oops—I had forgotten I
was supposed to meet with
a friend that afternoon.
Great.
So I went to the meeting—which lasted an hour
longer than I had expected, but my friend and I got
distracted by YouTube—
and then ventured out into
the town to pick up some
things I needed, which included a sequel to a book I
recently ﬁnished.
All in all, it was only going to be a few minutes out
of the way, right?
Wrong. First, I knew
I should not be tracking
down some silly book. Second, I knew that if I found
the book, I would be more
tempted to read it rather
than ﬁnishing my work.
But as any bookworm
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can tell you, when you
want—no, need—to read a
sequel, you do not stop going to shops until you ﬁnd
it. So by the time I found my
book in Lexington (as well
as the third book in the series), I had already wasted
away most of the afternoon.
Awesome.
Needless to say, I ﬁnally put my nose to the grind
once I got back from town.
A part of me was hoping I
could do all of my assignments with superhuman
speed, like Wonder Woman, so that I could start
reading my books again.
However, I didn’t ﬁnish
my homework and I was
going to have to give up my
day of relaxation to ﬁnish it.
But when I woke up
the next morning, I realized how stupid I was. Yes,
I needed to ﬁnish work, but
since when had I become
so utterly boring and mindless? I had mentally punished myself all weekend for
not doing work, when the

whole point of not having
classes is to take a break.
So I picked up my sequel and began to devour
it. Because I’m not Wonder Woman. I can’t maintain my sanity if I keep trying to control every bit of
my universe. I need time to
myself, for myself, regardless of the demands of the
world around me. And from
one control freak to another, expecting your world to
always go according to plan
is just plain useless.
So my life lesson of the
week is that you shouldn’t
beat yourselves up about
taking some “me” time.
Find your stress reliever and
get away from the world for
a while. For me, I either escape through a good book
or I regress into my childhood and simply blow bubbles.
And although I may not
be a superhero, I think my
stress relievers are even better than any power I could
have.
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Coming full circle with country music
My Turn
Raina Rue

I began to develop favorites in music at a very early
age, and being surrounded
by a family full of musicians
never hindered that process. My mother was and
still is an avid Stevie Nicks
follower, and my dad, although one of U2’s biggest
fans, always loved to play
bluegrass and country on

his old acoustic. Naturally,
anything with a steel guitar
or harmonies drenched in
Southern accents became
an instant favorite to me. I
didn’t care that all the other
girls were drooling over the
latest boy band or pop princess. Back then, all I knew
was that daddy sang bass,
momma sang tenor and
I loved everything about
country music.
But when a family tragedy uprooted me from my
life in the middle of urban
Lexington and threw me
unexpectedly into the middle of the sticks known as

Estill County, I realized that
I loved the idea of country life as nothing more
than a novelty. I didn’t actually want to live in a
small town and have everybody know my name; I just
wanted to hear other people sing about it. I absolutely abhorred everything
about small-town, country life. I wanted nothing
more than to put the most
distance possible between
backwoods culture and myself. This severance included purposefully monitoring my accent and speech
patterns to prevent even

the smallest hint of a twang
and refusing to participate
in such activities as bluegrass festivals, corn-hole
tournaments and classic car
shows. My ﬁrst iPod was literally 28 gigs of everything,
even the damn kitchen sink,
except for country.
I am proud to say that after several years of self-administered musical therapy,
that I love all music. I also
realized how big of an inﬂuence country music has
been on many of my favorite contemporary bands.
The predictable bass lines
and easily relatable lyrics

YOUR
SOURCE FOR
CAMPUS
INVOLVEMENT

prove that simplicity can
be just as beautiful as complexity. If you were to take a
scroll through my iPod now,
you’d see everything from
Rose Funeral to Emmylou
Harris, from Brand New to
Hank Williams (both daddy and son,) and from Lil’
Wayne to Johnny and June
Carter. I can now see the
inﬂuence of country music
through so many of my favorite contemporary bands,
and can now fully appreciate music as a whole.
Through this enlightening, I also managed
to detach from the idea

of country life the negative stereotypes I had sadly come to believe. Being
Southern didn’t necessarily
mean that I was a redneck,
and being proud of my Kentucky roots and cowgirl
boots surely didn’t make
me arrogant or uneducated. (I actually don’t own any
boots. I remain barefoot
90% of the time—which is
even more country.) The
point is -- I am still the little girl in the ﬂoor-length
Crystal Gayle wig watching
all the little Britney Spears
wannabes run around the
class Halloween party.

Hurricane
Katrina:
A survivor’s
look back
My Turn
Robert
McDaniel

Across

55. Taking possession
59. Biblical king
1. Absorbed
62. Bookbinding leather
5. Pool exercise
63. More likely
9. Stirs up sediment
65. Preﬁx with phone
13. ___-friendly
66. Silk garment
14. Acquiesce
67. Brouhaha
16. Above
68. Decorated, as a cake
17. South American monkey
69. ___ podrida
18. All alternative
70. Amerada ___ (Fortune 500 company)
19. Doctor Who villainess, with “the” 71. Barely gets, with “out”
20. Heavenly strings
22. Fur of certain lambs
Down
24. “My bad!”
26. Stun
1. Buzzi of “Laugh-In”
27. “The sky is ___!”
2. ___ Minor
30. Slips
3. Rust preventive
33. Expecting
4. Capital of Libya
35. Noblemen
5. Anita Brookner’s “Hotel du ___”
37. Felix the ___
6. Eastern pooh-bah
38. Trainee
7. Iron
41. “Act your ___!”
8. Boil
42. Blow
9. Finnish currency
45. Summer Games athlete
10. Its motto is “Industry”
48. Arise
11. Lady of Lisbon
51. Picked up
12. “Wheel of Fortune” choice
52. Anklebone
15. Overthrow, e.g.
54. Hasenpfeﬀer, e.g.
21. Fast-moving card game

23. “God’s Little ___”
25. Barber’s motion
27. Confront
28. Cognizant
29. African antelope
31. Disaster
32. Pond buildup
34. Mail place: Abbr.
36. E-mail, e.g.
39. “___ say!”
40. Cleaning cabinet supplies
43. Porky’s love
44. Mouth, in slang
46. Algebra or trig
47. Preterm infant
49. Lens
50. Former Oriental haram guard
53. Steep mountainside mass
55. About
56. Black shade
57. Sagan of “Cosmos”
58. Cravings
60. Arch type
61. Hires competition
64. ___ gestae

Five years ago, I was
a young U.S. Marine stationed in New Orleans, La.
As a Marine, I was trained
to respond to any situation
with speed, intensity and a
level head; but when Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf
Coast, I had no idea how
to respond. Generally, any
New Orleans resident can
tell you that hurricane evacuations happen just about
every week during the summer, so by late August 2005,
we all left the city of New
Orleans thinking this was
another false alarm and that
we would be back in a day
or two.
The days that followed
the mandatory evacuation
order were, to say the least,
traumatic. New Orleans
citizens had spread all over
the country and were now
watching their homes and
their city being destroyed
on national television. A
feeling of helplessness sunk
in as every news channel
across the nation broadcast
the disaster with 24/7 coverage. From Aug. 27 until
Dec. 1, I sat in a trashy hotel
in Kansas City, Mo., waiting for the order to return
home to witness the disaster up close.
When I ﬁnally made it
back to New Orleans in
December, my heart sank.
It had been three months
since the hurricane had
devastated the Gulf Coast,
and it seemed like no progress had been made in the
recovery. Streets were still
ﬂooded, bridges were destroyed and there wasn’t an
open grocery store or gas
station for miles.
For anyone who saw
news coverage or pictures
of the Gulf Coast after Katrina, I can say that pictures
do not paint an accurate
picture of the destruction
brought by a simple act of
nature. The “Big Easy” had
been devastated, plain and
simple.
I returned to my apartment, which was on the
Navy base, right next to the
Mississippi River. Words re-

ally can’t express how depressing it was to walk back
into the home where I had
spent most of my adult life.
The walls were covered
in mold from the ﬂoor to
about chest-level. The Marine Corps had done nothing to try to ﬁx my home,
stating that the more severely damaged areas took
priority over “livable” residences.
Like most New Orleans
citizens at the time, I decided to make the best of what
was in front of me. Yes, my
home was in sad shape, but
at least it had four walls and
a roof overhead. I thought
maybe things weren’t as bad
as they seemed. So I had
some mold on my walls; at
least I hadn’t lost anyone in
the disaster. All my possessions could be replaced. So
many people had died or
had no home to come back
to, so I took the optimistic approach and moved on
with life.
Things
really
started to come together in the
months following my return. Eventually my apartment was repaired, stores
began to reopen and New
Orleans slowly came back
to life. Yes, the optimistic
approach was working . . .
In late April 2006, eight
months after Hurricane
Katrina, I found that that a
city in ruins wasn’t the only
result of the storm. That
month, I discovered that the
black mold, probably from
the apartment I had been
living in, had caused an infection in my heart. I was
given a choice: emergency open-heart surgery or a
mere six months to live. The
choice would be simple for
anyone placed in my situation. I accepted a medical
retirement from the Marine
Corps and had the surgery.
This week marks ﬁve
years since a hurricane
made its impact on the Gulf
Coast and changed my life
and the lives of many others forever. Some people
will spend this week celebrating the recovery of New
Orleans. Some will spend it
mourning lost family members or friends. I choose to
spend this week reﬂecting
on how a storm and a little
mold made me a stronger
person.

A8

The Eastern Progress, Thursday, September 2, 2010

FEATURES

Kaylia Cornett, Editor

Thursday, September 2, 2010

www.easternprogress.com

By the
Numbers
More than 100
How many ties
Gene owns
TREY BURKE/PROGRESS

Gene Kleppinger, Eastern professor and Blackboard supervisor, holds up a trio of ties from his collection that
totals a little more than 100.

Eastern professor puts his
obsession for neck ties
on display everyday
By KAYLIA CORNETT

kaylia_cornett18@eku.edu
It’s not surprising to hear about
people collecting stamps, coins or
even crazy-eyed little dolls from foreign countries, but long time Eastern professor Gene Kleppinger has a
collection all his own.
He likes ties.
Kleppinger, who helms over Blackboard as well as being a part-time philosophy professor, started wearing ties
regularly back in 2000 when his oﬃce
sat comfortably in the Keene Johnson
building. He said he felt the need to be
a little more formal.

“And, gradually, I found that there
were occasions on which I wanted
to wear particular ties,” Kleppinger
said, “…a composer’s birthday, stuﬀ
like that, so I wear a musical tie on
Beethoven’s birthday.”
Eventually, people just started
giving him novelty ties.
“And, so I needed to ﬁnd occasions on which to wear them, and
gradually, I just learned how to ﬁnd
calendars on the web that had interesting occasions,” he said.
Kleppinger said he started researching occasions back in 2005;
his list of reasons for wearing certain
ties ranges from famous birthdays to
historical events.
In April 2008, his sons convinced
him to start a daily blog called
“Tied Up Today,” where he catalogs
which tie he is wearing each day and
what the day’s special occasion is.

“So, it’s a daily hobby to ﬁnd a tie
appropriate for the occasion, or if
there is no occasion, to select a tie
that hasn’t been worn in a while.”
He said the blog only gets a few
comments, but his family enjoys it.
“I think it’s a harmless obsession.”
He said to check out the blog at
seeds-ties.blogspot.com.
“My boys came up with the nickname seeds for me, and I don’t know
why,” he said, laughing.
Kleppinger estimated that he has
a little over 100 novelty ties, plus
other plaids and solids; he has nearly
15 Christmas ties.
But, despite such a large collection, he admits that he has a diﬃcult
time deciding on a favorite.
“I don’t have a single favorite,
but my family members have favorites that I’ll wear on their birthdays,”

Getting to know the fun side of SGA’s president
and vice president

Caleb Armbrust
SGA President

progress@eku.edu

Caleb Armbrust and Andrew
Holcomb secured the presidential and vice presidential seats during last semester’s Student Government Association elections,
beating out dueling opponents
Matt Chadwell and David Anderson, as well as former SGA Vice
President DaJuane Harris and his
running mate, Thomas Clark.
Since the duo has taken ofﬁce, they’ve been making strides
to move forward with their platform ideas and working to better
the relationship between SGA and
Eastern’s student population by encouraging student involvement,
scheduling more events, dances and concerts and strengthening
communication between students
and faculty. But, aside from government issues, what do students really know about this political pair?
The Progress sat down with Caleb
and Andrew to ﬁnd out just that, so
students can get to know their leaders a little more personally.
SGA President:
Caleb Armbrust, 21
Senior from Columbus, Ohio
Major: Fire Engine Technology
SGA Vice President:
Andrew Holcomb, 20
Senior from Mount Prospect,
Illinois
Major: Emergency Medical Care
1. What do you like to do in
your spare time?
Caleb: “I’m a people person; I
like to engage people in conversa-

The
‘raddest’ little
place in town
progress@eku.edu

Andrew Holcomb
SGA Vice President

5. What is your favorite song
on the radio now?
Caleb: “By your side” by Tenth
Avenue North
Andrew: “Everything to me” by
Hill Song United
6. What is your favorite food
in upstairs Powell?
Caleb: Philly Cheese Steak wrap
Andrew: The PB & J wrap
7. Does executive power attract the ladies?
Caleb: “Maybe we should try a
poll…”

2008
When Gene started his
blog, “Tied Up Today.”
Be sure to check it out
at:
seeds-ties.blogspot.com

By SARA BYERS

2. What did you want to grow
up to be?
Caleb: Fireﬁghter
Andrew: Fireﬁghter

4. Who is your favorite super
hero?
Caleb: “Superman because he
can change so fast.”
Andrew: “Jack Bower because he
is the new Chuck Norris.”

15
The number of Christmas ties Gene owns

Lovers Live Longer thrift store owners love junk
and helping others

tion about random things, read,
think, work out.”
Andrew: “Run and read, that’s all
I have time for.”

3. What scared you the most
when you were little?
Caleb: The wolves in Beauty and
the Beast
Andrew: The ﬂying monkeys in
the Wizard of Oz - “I hated those
things, they scared the ba-gee-bees
out of me.”

2000
The year Gene started
wearing ties regularly

› SEE TIES, PAGE B3

Political Personality
By KRISTIE HAMON

4
Number of days a week
Gene wears a novelty
tie;
Fridays are casual

CRYSTAL BROCKMAN/PROGRESS

› SEE SGA, PAGE B3

Check out B2 for an exclusive interview
with up-and-coming artist Trent Hancock

There’s a thrifty new store in town, and if you like random cheap stuﬀ, Lovers Live Longer is the place for you.
Located at 209 West Irvine St., this “raddest little thrift
shop” just opened up back at the beginning of June, and
owners Billy Williams and Abbigail Lilly say business is
going great.
Billy said their reasoning for opening the shop was
simply because they “love junk.”
But they also like helping people and recycling items
that people no longer use, items that people would more
than likely just throw away.
The store takes donations and collects things that
people would otherwise toss into the dumpster, despite
the fact that it could easily be used again. So, instead of
watching the landﬁlls pile up, they are trying to get people to buy and re-use these items.
The shop is bright and colorful and has some of the
neatest doodads and knick knacks that nearly every college student could use for their dorm or apartment, such
as movie posters, clothes, decorations, books and magazines – all sold at reasonable prices.
“We are where the prices never change,” said both, Billy and Abbigail.
Meaning, nothing is individually priced, no matter the
value. And, in addition, nothing is priced over $20.
They also sell original artwork that they themselves
have created.
You name it, and they most likely have it.
This is the ﬁrst store Billy and Abbigail have opened,
so Lovers Live Longer is a new adventure for them, and
they couldn’t be happier with how everything is going.
Lovers Live Longer is not only a fantastic thrift shop,
but the pair like to have fun with their customers.
The store sponsors a weekly giveaway on Facebook,

› SEE THRIFT, PAGE B3
Add him on Facebook under “Trent Hancock”
or
Check out his website at: www.trenthancock.com

B2
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Rising star Trent Hancock takes center stage
Hancock performed at the House
of Blues, L.A. Aug. 31 for TV taping
By KAYLIA CORNETT

kaylia_cornett18@eku.edu
Many Eastern students are continually
on the look out for new music, listening for
hip new artists and blazing beats they can stream
through their headphones.
We keep our music at our
ﬁngertips, iPods are our
musical arsenal – we’re
constantly in search of the
‘next big thing.’
And, that is just what
multi-talented
singer/
songwriter Trent Hancock
is on his way to becoming.
With a soulful voice and
genuine lyrics, it’s no wonder he’s breaking out nationally with his
solo debut EP (extended play) “Ghostbird.”
Hancock’s rising status and musical talent
are sure to catapult him into a great career.
The up-and-coming musician is currently living in Brooklyn, after having lived in
San Diego where he got his start playing at
venues near Paciﬁc Beach. Presently, Hancock is wrapping up a summer tour with
artists Ernie Halter and Tony Lucca; on August 24 the trio rolled into nearby Nashville
for a performance at 3rd and Lindsley.
Hancock took a few minutes out of his
tour schedule to talk with me about being on the road, the inspiration behind his
Ghostbird and what he’s learned along the
way.
KC: How have you been today?
TH: I’ve been good.
KC: Well, I’m just going to (jump right
in) because I don’t want to take up too
much of your time. So, where did your desire to play music come from?
TH: …Ohhh…uhhh..
KC: Oh, is that a diﬃcult (one to answer)?
TH: (Laughs) I mean, yeah…I started
playing music when I was seven. I came
downstairs for Christmas morning and
saw a piano that was actually for my sister,
but I thought it was mine (laughs) …and I
just kind of took it over and started playing
songs by ear. Not anything super intense,
but just little songs, and my parents started
giving me piano lessons. So, I don’t know
where that came from really, it just was in
there, I think.
KC: OK, so how long have you actually
been playing professionally then?
TH: I started, really playing professionally right out of college as soon as I graduated. I had been playing a few cover shows in
San Diego, just around the beaches, Paciﬁc
Beach, mainly. From that I was able to get
other shows and started to put together this
little circuit of shows, and was able to support myself with music full-term eventually. So, it was probably around 2006.
KC: Well, this kind of ties into that, how
hard is it being an up-and-coming musician. I know you’re really starting to get
your name out there nationally now, which
is really awesome.
TH: Yeah, the hardest part, I’d say, is balancing work and music. Because in the beginning stages, obviously you’re not making
enough money to really support yourself.
So, most people, you know, they have a bartending job (Hancock did) or some kind of
job that allows them the freedom to pursue
music, it’s not really conducive to have a 9
to 5 when you need to be touring.
KC: So, you’ve released an EP titled
“Ghostbird,” what was the inspiration behind that?
TH: The song was inspired by the concept of leaving. I had a friend that was leaving to go pursue music in Europe. I was
leaving shortly thereafter to move to New
York, and just the feeling that you get when
you leave. It’s the feeling of excitement and
despair at the same time. You know, you’re
excited to go on a new adventure, but you’re

also sad to be leaving friends behind. And, they’re both really professional and they’ve
you don’t want the ones that you love to got a lot of experience touring. They’re
forget about you, and, you’re kind of saying great singers and musicians, so I’ve been
the same thing, that I’m not going to for- learning a lot from them, and they’ve got a
get about you. It’s inspired by that moment, great draw at all the places we’ve been gowhere you make a decision to make a move. ing. We’ve been playing to packed housKC: So, you embarked on a cross-coun- es everywhere. It’s been great to be able to
try drive, playing anything from open mics perform in front of a lot of people and the
to touring New York City, what did you get reaction has been great, been selling a lot
of CDs and getting a lot of e-mails, so we’re
out of that experience?
TH: Well, I think hopefully building a little fan base across
one thing that I learned the country.
KC: Good…so, where has been your fawas, I mean, I’ve always
known that I love travel- vorite place to perform at so far?
TH: Well, San Francisco, we had an
ing, and that kind of solidiﬁed the idea that this amazing crowd there, people (were) really
is what I’m meant to do. into it. Everywhere, like I said, everywhere
Before that, I had never has been pretty packed, but the most enbeen on my own tour. I thusiastic crowds so far have probably been
took two weeks and went San Francisco, St. Louis and Chicago, and
to a lot of diﬀerent cit- also there was a random one that we had in
ies and I didn’t have gigs a place called Marshﬁeld, Wisconsin, which
scheduled at each of these it’s in the middle of nowhere, it’s like a town PHOTO SUBMITTED BY LUCK MEDIA/CHELLE STIPE
places. I just kind of went hall styled place, and that show went really Trent Hancock performs at L.A.’s Key Club
around, I have friends in well too, so that was pretty fun.
opening for Ryan Cabrera on July 27.
KC: So, what would you say are probaa lot of diﬀerent cities, we’ve done
bly some of your more immediate mujam sessions and things like
named Jimmy Gnecco, who is the lead singsical goals?
that, but just the feeling and
TH: Just to keep building this fan er of a band called “Ours”. I’ve been a huge
the excitement of it, just rebase, stay on tour. Eventually, well, fan of his and his band for a long time. I acally (helped me) make up
right now I’m just touring solo, just tually took voice lessons from his voice inmy mind that this is what I
playing by myself, but eventually structor in New York and as far as singers
need to be doing.
I’d like to be touring with an entire go, he is one of my idols. I’d love to go on
KC: So, you’ve also colband because that really…when tour with him. I’m also a huge fan of Regina
laborated with producers
you hear the CD it’s produced with Spektor, kind of on the opposite end, if anyMikal Blue and Andrew Wila full band, so I really want to give thing blew up, I’d love to be an opener for
liams, who have worked with
people that experience, but her. Jason Mraz, I’m a big fan of his, he’s got
Colbie Calliat, Five For Fightpeople like both and the San Diego thing. Yeah, I’ve got a large
ing and OneRepublic. How
I like doing both. wish list (laughs).
has that helped your caKC: Well, you never know…someday,
But, I’d like
reer and what have
to get to the it’ll happen.
you learned from
TH: Yeah (laughs). I’m also excited, I do
point where
them?
have
another tour coming up with Brendan
I can actualTH: The obly fund hav- James and Jason Reeves that I think is going
vious part of it, I
ing an entire to be great.
guess, when you
KC: Yeah, so is that going to be right afband on the
work with someter
your current tour?
road.
one who has a
TH: Yeah, it’s back to back. I think I have
K C :
good reputation,
So,
who about a week or two weeks oﬀ, and then I
it’s never going
is
some- go right back out.
to hurt (laughs).
KC: How is it being away from your famone that you
It’s just a great rewould love ily for this long?
sume builder. But,
TH: Well, I mean, living in New York,
to tour with,
aside from that,
my
family all lives in Arizona so, I’m used to
work with,
working
with
being
away. It’s funny, I just moved to New
anyone spepeople of that calYork about nine months ago and I’ve been
ciﬁc?
iber, of that level,
TH: A lot traveling so much that I’ve only lived there
really makes you
of diﬀerent for about ﬁve of those months. So, it’s kind
a better musician,
p e o p l e . of…I don’t know, it’s not bad, it’s great. It
a better artist.
There is must mean I’m doing something right. ObWhen you sura guy viously I’d love to spend more time getting
round yourto know New York and being there, but
self with
New York isn’t going anywhere.
g re at
KC: OK, so what’s some advice that you
people,
would give to musicians out there who are
I think
trying to get their starts as singer/songwrityou do
ers?
great
TH: I would say, don’t get discouraged.
thing s .
It’s really easy to be discouraged, and also
So,
it
I’ve found a new inspiration in collaboratr e a l ing with other musicians. I did a lot of that
ly helps
for this last record. I worked with three or
my refour diﬀerent musicians, friends of mine,
cording
just writing songs together, because it’s easy
and my
to just get stuck in your own style and you
song writget repetitive when you’re just by yourself.
ing I think.
But, when you’re writing with someone
And, I’m
else, it adds another element to it, you can
really
get a lot more creative. You have somebody
proud
to bounce ideas oﬀ of.
of
the
KC: So, how did you actually get your
new alstart
as a musician?
bum.
TH:
As far as getting a start and really
KC: So,
taking it seriously and wanting to pursue
I know that
it…that probably happened at a place called
you
are
The Tiki at Paciﬁc Beach, a little dive bar.
currentThe owner, Dave Miller, we became really
ly on tour
good friends and he gave me my own night,
. How has
Tuesday nights there, where I could play evthat been
ery single Tuesday, no matter what. It was
going for
guaranteed. And, I would play those nights
you?
for four hours every time, and that’s realTH: It’s been
ly where it all started. Playing that long, it
great.
But,
develops everything, your guitar playing,
yeah, being on
your voice, it just gets it in shape for playing
tour with Tony
PHOTO SUBMITTED/LUCK MEDIA
music, and for playing to crowds of drunk
Lucca and ErTrent Hancock
nie
Halter…
› SEE HANCOCK, PAGE B3
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Left in the Dark: Movie Reviews

TIES
CONTINUED FROM B1

The Room is a flawed
masterpiece that begs to be seen
The Room is a cinematic tragedy,
spearheaded by Tommy Wiseau
By ADAM TURNER

progress@eku.edu
There are movies that can change your
life and the way you view the world around
you. There are movies that can enlighten you, inspire you and even move you to
tears. There are movies that can simply entertain and excite you for two hours in a
cool theater on a
hot summer day.
And then, there
is The Room.
Needless to say,
The Room, which
was independently released in 2003,
is not a mainstream
ﬂick. So, there’s a
good chance you’ve
never heard of it, or
even of the characters that partake in
its oddities.
To say The Room
is unlike anything
you’ve ever seen is
a gross understatement; the ﬁlm exists in a universe all
its own. To even attempt to describe the
appeal of the ﬁlm is an exercise in futility;
as it is one of those things you simply must
experience in order to fully understand.
The movie was written, directed and
produced by its lead actor, Tommy Wiseau, for roughly $6 million. Built up by
an extensive ad campaign, which included a huge, rented Hollywood billboard
and comparisons to the work of Tennessee Williams, Wiseau premiered his ﬁlm in
L.A. to little avail.
The ﬁlm ﬂopped and the few critics
who even bothered to review it had nothing positive to say. Wiseau continued to
show his creation once a month in L.A.
and it slowly built up a signiﬁcant cult following, and is now a hugely popular midnight showing across America, similar to
The Rocky Horror Picture Show.
The plot, if you can even call it that, is
fairly standard stuﬀ : Johnny, played by
Tommy Wiseau, is madly in love with his
ﬁancé Lisa. Lisa, however, has, for reasons
that are never made clear, grown bored

with Johnny’s nice guy demeanor and successful career and turns to his best friend,
Mark, for a little added spice.
A dramatic love triangle forms and
Johnny is forced to learn the true meaning
of the word “betrayal,” which he mentions
continuously throughout the ﬁlm. Under
any other circumstances, this would be a
middling romantic comedy soon to be forgotten.
But, what truly sets this ﬁlm apart, and
elevates it to instant classic quality, is the
one and only, Wiseau.
Wiseau, a fascinating, mysterious ﬁgure
with a thick foreign
accent, is an intimidating man who
looks like a cross
between a heavy
metal guitarist and
a pale Incredible
Hulk. He is deﬁnitely not the obvious choice for the
romantic lead in
what was intended
to be a drama, yet
nothing he chooses to do with his
ﬁlm is exactly what
you’d expect.
Dialogue seems
to have been written by a stranger
to the English language who is still learning the basics of human interaction. Numerous sub-plots, including a cancer revelation and issues with
drugs, are brought up throughout the ﬁlm
and immediately forgotten.
New characters are entered into the
mix without any form of introduction or
explanation. The ﬁlm’s editing and pacing are some of the strangest you will ever
see, and the acting is at times downright
painful. And there is no actual “room” to
speak of at all. The ﬁlm is an absolute train
wreck, but at the same time has a sort of
indescribable, captivating magic that won’t
let you turn away.
The Room may be one of the worst
movies ever created, a horrible masterpiece and one that deserves to be seen by
as many people as possible. Do yourself a
favor and run to the nearest video store
and rent The Room. And, if you don’t enjoy
it, then take the sage advice of one of the
ﬁlm’s characters to heart and “leave your
stupid comments in your pocket!”

Kleppinger said. “So, on their birthdays I let
them choose what they want me to wear.”
But, he did hint that one particular tie
held a special place in his closet.
“A very special favorite is a tie based on
the photo of my tie rack, my wife (had it
made) for Father’s Day.”
Although he has an arsenal of ties, Kleppinger said he will continue to collect them.

B3

He said there are some styles that interest
him more than others – ties with faces of
famous people, large animals, even punctuation marks.
“A tie with a question mark on it would
be great.”
Lastly, he explained there is one deﬁning
element that certiﬁes a tie for his collection.
“It can’t be run of the mill, it’s got to be
novelty,” he said. “Just things that are out
of the ordinary, and I ﬁnd a good reason to
wear them … on Einstein’s birthday, or the
birthday of the guy who built the periodic
table, or even talk like a pirate day.”

THRIFT
CONTINUED FROM B1
giving away items like movies, among other things. They also boast a monthly raﬄe,
tickets cost 25 cents, and the drawing takes
place at the ﬁrst of the month.
For the October drawing, the prize will
be an old gumball machine.
Presently, the store is oﬀering a sale on
all books and magazines at 25 cents.
It’s hard to ﬁnd a better deal, so stop on
by the store or add them on Facebook under “Lovers Live Longer Thrift Shop.”
In addition, to help out the community
of Paintlick, Lovers Live Longer is sponsoring a food drive.

SGA
CONTINUED FROM B1
Andrew: “Well, we’re both single.”
In addition, the pair also shared a few
other tidbits with us about their most embarassing moments and what piece of attire
makes them feel most “executive.”
Embarassing moments are always hard
to share, and sometimes, it’s even harder to
read them.
Caleb admitted that he ruined a friend’s
speech when he stood up to face the audience, lifting his arms to reveal sweaty pits.
Andrew did one better, saying that one
time while reading a scripture at church, he
stood up in front of the congregation giving everyone a glimpse of his forest-green

HANCOCK
CONTINUED FROM B1
people and people who are not necessarily
there to hear music, it’s interesting to try
and win those people over. It gets you good

TREY BURKE/PROGRESS

Billy Williams and Abbigail Lily opened Lovers
Live Longer in June.

boxers. Apparently, members of the church
congregation complained.
And, thus, with executive power always
comes a nice attire.
The pair let us in on what they think are
the most governmental pieces in their closets.
Caleb said he turns to a suit, partnered
with a speciﬁc red tie that he owns, and
also revealed that he plans on starting a
trend of sweater vest Tuesdays beginning
after Fall break. Andrew also pulled out the
suit response, but admitted that he feels
most comfortable just looking like a regular
student because that’s who he represents.
So, there you have it, an inside look into
the lives of your executive leaders; they’re
students, just like you. So, if you have concerns, head on down to their oﬃces located
in the Powell building.

at reading a crowd and really feeling out
the vibe. I got a lot of experience from that.
KC: Well, I sincerely appreciate you taking the time to talk with me and I wish you
the best of luck on your tour and your future career.
TH: Well, no problem. Thank you.

Sports B4 The Eastern Progress, Thursday, September 2, 2010

FOOTBALL CONTINUED FROM B6
Jordan Dalrymple lines up at linebacker, where last season he led the team in tackles with 85. Dalrymple will
lead the line backing corps and a defense that finished
fifth in the Ohio Valley Conference in total defense for
2009.
Lining up just a few yards outside, and behind, the senior backer is Jeremy Caldwell. Caldwell, a ﬁrst team AllOVC, in 2009 was ranked fourth nationally with seven interceptions. Jeremy also ranked 21st and 24th in the nation
for punt and kickoﬀ return yardage.
“He is so explosive,” Hood said. “You better be on the
edge of your seat when this guy gets the ball. And don’t
blink you might miss something.”
But Hood also knows his defense can be pretty stout
without Caldwell in the lineup.
“We’ve got some great players and they may have to step
it up sometimes,” Hood said. “But for all the good guys we
have individually, we have an even better team.”
Lining up across the Colonels defensive unit Thursday is
the potent oﬀense of Missouri State. Led by, Senior quarterback Cody Kirby, a pre-season all American candidate
who threw for more than 2000 yards and 10 touchdowns
a season ago, the Bears return a solid receiving corps and
depth at the running back position.

At wide receiver, Junior Jermaine Saﬀold leads the Bears.
Saﬀold ﬁnished second in total receiving yards on the 2009
team and ﬁfth in the MVFC in receiving yards per game.
In the backﬁeld Missouri state will likely use a three
headed rushing attack with the likes of Mikael CooperFalls, a sophomore who led the team in rushing yards per
game, Senior Jonathan Davis and Junior Chris Douglas.
All three players rushed for over 280 yards last season and
scored two or more rushing touchdowns apiece.
Eastern’s oﬀense has the potential to be potent all year
long.
“It feels great coming back after a year like last year,”
Quarterback T.J. Pryor said. “Having a years experience in
this system and being surrounded by all these great players
is fun. I think we can have a great season.
Pryor, who in the oﬀ-season worked on his ﬁlm study,
reading coverages and in the weight room, isn’t the only
person who is glad he has a full years worth of game experience under his belt.
Oﬀensive Coordinator Mike Springston is also taking
notes on the changes he sees in the player who rushed for
more than 450 and threw for over 2000 yards in his spread
attack.
“T.J. is much, much more mature,” Springston said. “He
has a better understanding of the speed of the game and
our system. I feel very comfortable and open with him. He’s
an exciting player to coach.”
And both Pryor and Springston are drooling over the
sheer athleticism and speed lined up at wide receiver.

Set pieces missing link for women’s soccer success

“Its great to have the receivers that we do,” Pryor stated.
“They have such great hands and they are so fast. They’re
always making me look good.”
Coach Springston duly noted that despite his talented oﬀensive it wouldn’t be a cakewalk going against the
Bears stout defense. Mike linebacker, MVFC Newcomer of the Year, All-MVFC First Team and MSU’s Defensive MVP for the 2009 season Antoine Wilkinson, leads
Missouri State. Wilkinson ﬁnished with 113 total tackles, making him the ﬁrst MSU player since 2004 to hit the
century mark.
“We have to make sure we stay within the framework of
our system,” Springston said. “They have a solid defense but
we have to worry about playing the game our athletes oﬀer
us. We have to stay within our ability.”
This year also marks the ﬁfth consecutive year and ninth
in the last 10, the Colonels open its football schedule as the
visiting team. And the maroon and white have lost nine
consecutive season openers.
Despite the streak, Coach Hood remains positive going into the battle with the Bears. And though he doesn’t
downplay the importance of the “never bad” feeling of
starting 1-0, his outlook on the season won’t be diminished
by a single game.
“We had a young team last season,” Hood said. “We
started out good and ﬁnished 5-3 in the conference but
lost the last four of our ﬁve games. We have to worry about
ﬁnishing what we start. All spring camp and all season we
have to focus on ﬁnishing strong.”

WELCOME BACK EKU!

By Stephen Hauser

The Cougars intercepted a goal kick 11 minutes later,
in which Chelsey Johnston ripped the ball into the back
of the net.
Corner kicks, free kicks, early goals and road games
“Falling behind early changes the mentality of the
continue to be kryptonite for the Eastern Kentucky Uni- game and it makes it hard moving forward,” Head Coach
versity women’s soccer team.
Lindsay Basalyga said.
The Colonels are 0-9 in road games dating back to last
The Colonels are extremely optimistic that their curseason and have allowed an early goal in each road game rent 0-9 road winless streak will snap shortly.
so far this season.
“We have young players and when you combine them
The Colonel’s gave up three goals oﬀ of set pieces in with the veterans and potential we have, the streak will
their losses to Kansas University and Southern Illinois
snap shortly,” Senior Defender
University Edwardsville last weekend.
Stephanie Murray said.
Capitalizing on set pieces is exThe Colonels oﬀense contintremely important and the Colonels “We have some good freshmen
ued to struggle putting balls in
have had trouble defending them. who should bring a new aspect to the back of the net. They were
The players have acknowledged their
only able to muster up eight
our offensive attack.”
struggles and have set a team goal to
shots, six in the ﬁrst half and two
work hard on defending them better.
Stephaine Murray in the second half.
Goalies have a unique perspective
They did record a season high
Senior Defender
of set pieces which make them chalsix shots on goal, but none could
lenging in many ways.
ﬁnd their way inside the net.
“When you have a wall of players
Finishing plays strong and putting the ball in the back
standing in front of you, you don’t know where the ball of the net will be a focus for the Colonels.
is going to be,” Senior Goalie Stephanie Lynch said. “You
“We have some good freshmen who should bring a
only have time to react once the ball is in play.”
new aspect to our oﬀensive attack,” Murray said.
The Colonels fell behind early in the game when the KanFreshmen Brittany Nomady and Tess Akgunduz lead
sas Jayhawks scored in the 13th minute oﬀ a corner kick by the team with two shots each.
Caitlin Noble. The Jayhawks capitalized oﬀ another corner
The Colonels play three forwards up top and anyone of
kick in the 41st minute with the goal by Caroline Castor.
them can step up and score.
Whitney Berry blasted the Jayhawks ﬁnal goal of game
“We can only do so much as coaches, we can put them
from 22 yards away from the net in the 67th minute.
in the right spots, but in the end it comes down to the inThe Colonels once again trailed early against SIU Ed- dividual to make the play,” Basalyga said.
wardsville, as they gave up a goal in the sixth minute oﬀ of
The Colonel’s host Wright State University, Friday,
a corner kick. Devon Thomas was unmarked as she head- Sept. 3 at 5:00.
ed the ball into the back of the net from 10 yards away.
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LEBRUN TWINS
CONTINUED FROM B6
lead the team to three straight district titles.
They have lived in Richmond for the majority of their lives, so playing for a Division One
program close to home was a no brainer.
How many twin sisters get to play together, in college, for a major program?
“It’s awesome,” Sarah said. “You don’t expect it. It was amazing to be a part of the
school, kind of like hometown heroes. We
can show our old coaches what we’ve done.”
When recruiting, Basalyga looks for certain players to ﬁt into her system.
“We look for players that work hard and
ﬁll a diﬀerent need,” Basalyga said. “I knew
they would work their butts oﬀ. They will
continue to grow for years to come, especially in the mental aspect of the game.”
When most people think of twins, they
think extrasensory perception, or ESP, which
could help with on-ﬁeld chemistry, but neither plays the same position.
Either way Basalyga said she’s proud to
add two new players to the fold, not to mention, two twins.
“They are great people from a great family,” Basalyga said. “That was important to us.
We wanted the Lebrun family as a part of our
family. I am excited to see who they become
in the next ﬁve years.”
TREY BURKE/PROGRESS

The fraternal twins were recruited to fit a need in Coach Lindsay Basalyga’s system. Kerry is a forward and Sarah is a defender.

From start to ﬁnish: the beginning of a dynasty
Rick Erdmann is in his 30th year
as head coach of the crosscountry teams at Eastern
By CHRIS MCGEE

progress@eku.edu

FELICE SMITH/PROGRESS

Rick Erdmann has helped Eastern become a perennial
powerhouse in cross-country and track.

Those who follow college sports
very closely know Mike Kryzewski and Joe Paterno are names synonymous with winning athletic programs. For more than thirty years,
Eastern has had its own coach who is
no stranger to winning: Rick Erdmann, head coach of the men’s and women’s cross country team.
Erdmann has amassed so many
OVC championships that some might
be willing to mention him in the same
sentence as former Eastern coaching
great Roy Kidd. The women’s team
alone won 18 consecutive championships beginning in 1982.
One might assume that Erdmann
competed in cross-country in high
school and college. Coach Erdmann competed in football, in addition
to track and ﬁeld. His ﬁrst coaching
stint was at Hamden Hall High School
in Hamden, Ct., at the age of 24, as
the football and track and ﬁeld head

coach.
Erdmann came to Eastern in 1979.
During his tenure, both the men and
women’s teams have won numerous
championships.
“I look up to Rick,” Coach Doug
Molnar, Austin Peay’s cross-country
coach. “He runs a class-act program at
EKU. Their team is the one to beat every year.”
Erdmann, who is in the Kentucky
U.S.A. Track and Field and CrossCountry Hall of Fame, believes that
intense discipline and internal motivation, or drive, are the two main
qualities of a strong cross-country
program. In addition, he feels that
cross-country is very much a team
sport as opposed to track and ﬁeld,
which is more of an individual sport.
One of Erdmann’s greatest coaching inﬂuences was Bob Geiger, his former coach.
“Bob Geiger was very demanding
and disciplined,” Erdmann said.
His dedication to discipline and demand for excellence is demonstrated by his practice schedule. His players are expected to be in the pool at 6
a.m. every morning to begin wet vesting. This is a low-impact form of wa-

ZANCAN CONTINUED FROM B6
will never take my advice on these plays. Heck, if they’re
playing it safe, I encourage them not to.
Fake spike- T.J. Pryor and the Colonels have the ball
right before halftime with 20 seconds left on the clock.
There’s time for one more play. So Missouri State thinks
they might spike the ball to kill the clock, setting up a
ﬁeld goal chance. Instead Pryor fakes the spike and hits
a receiver in the end zone. It happens so fast, no one
knows. It’s like the sleight of hand trick dealers play.
Kick return backward pass- After a kickoﬀ, you
have receivers or running backs lined up to take backward passes, while others block for you. Of course the
numbers game is against you, but it’s pretty fun to see a
bunch of players clumsily chase after a guy with the ball.
Fumblerooski- Unfortunately this play is now banned,
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ter aerobics. Erdmann does not want
his players to run in the dark for safety
and health reasons.
He says that running on concrete
all the time is not healthy, saving running for the afternoon.
Tennessee Tech Head Coach Tony
Cox feels that Eastern’s program has
a great history and is a dominant program.
“His class, character and knowledge of how to train an athlete have
contributed to his success and longevity in coaching,” Cox said.
One person that has had a close eye
on Erdmann’s success is Eastern Athletic Director Mark Sandy.
“Coach Erdmann has been an invaluable asset to EKU.” Sandy said. He
has built a winning program, which
has been dominant year after year.”
Erdmann’s 40 OVC Coach of the
Year awards have in no way diminished his modesty or humility.
“It’s not about personal achievements, it’s about the kids,” Erdmann
said. “They are the reason why I have
remained in coaching for as long as I
have. I enjoy watching students push
themselves to be the best that they can
be.”

because the NCAA does not allow intentional fumbling,
but it was eﬀective when done. The quarterback “fumbles” the ball, leaving it for a lineman to pick up and run
with. Nebraska scored a touchdown in the 1984 Orange
Bowl doing it.
Of course there are the reverses, Wildcat options and
the quarterback mixing up his signals, only to call a play
that confuses the oﬀense.
Trick plays are hard to come by, that’s why they are
called trick plays. But if run eﬀectively, you have the
crowd eating out of your hand.
Or you just happen to win one of the biggest football
games of your life.
It’s a gamble, nonetheless, but it keeps the opposition
thinking all the time.
If the coaches take any of my ideas, and they work, I
charge a small ﬁnder’s fee, plus retainer fee.
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THE FRATERNAL COLONELS
Twins, playing in their
hometown, could have
opponents seeing double

LeBrun
vs.
LeBrun

By DARREN ZANCAN

darren_zancan@eku.edu
Watching a Colonel soccer
game, you would never know
Sarah and Kerry LeBrun were sisters, let alone twin sisters.
They are fraternal and aren’t
the typical “ﬁnish each other’s
sentences” type of sisters, even
though they both admit they have
ﬁnished each other’s sentences.
Sarah is ﬁve minutes older
and does not hesitate to let Kerry
know who the older sister is.
“I use the older sister card,”
Sarah said.
The LeBruns live in Richmond; so being recruited to play
at Eastern feels like they are playing soccer in the backyard, something both players relish.
“It’s really cool,” Kerry said.
“We have a lot of people at games
cheering for us. It’s good to see
familiar faces.”
Kerry, a defender, has played
herself into every game this season.
“She’ll run through a wall,”
Head Coach Lindsay Basalyga
said. “She’s really picked up her
game on both sides of the ball.”
Sarah, a forward for the Colonels, has been battling some injuries, Basalyga said, but will get
the opportunity to get on the
ﬁeld soon.
Basalyga coached both players in club ball for two years, so
she was familiar with the sisters.
When it came to recruiting them,
it was a packaged deal.
“They were raw players, but
that’s a good thing,” she said.
“We can mold them into our system. They have incredible work
rates. They are diﬀerent people,
but play with heart and determination and that’s what drew me
to them. They are supportive of
each other. To come on and be
exposed to a higher level of soccer (college) and to have a sister
on the team, it gives them that
extra strength, something the
rest of the team won’t fully understand.”
It’s a pretty unique situation
for Kerry and Sarah. Both played
locally at Lexington Catholic, in
Lexington, where they helped

Sarah is
left handed;
Kerry is right
handed.

Sarah was born
ﬁve mintues
before Kerry.

They led their
HS team to
three district
titles.

Both stand
at 5-feet-4inches.
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The LeBruns
played soccer
at Lexington
Catholic.

Kerry and Sarah LeBrun were both coached by Head Women’s Soccer Coach Lindsay Basalyga for two years while
› SEE LEBRUN TWINS, PAGE B5 playing club ball, before playing for Eastern.

Season kicks off with first ever
meeting against Missouri State
By Ryan Alves

ryan_alves@eku.edu
It all comes down to this.
After a summer of conditioning
and preparation, the football team
opens its 2010 season against the
Missouri State Bears in Springﬁeld,
Mo., Thursday.
This is the ﬁrst time these teams
will meet.
Dean Hood, in his third season as
head coach of the Colonels, has his
team fresh oﬀ an enthusiastic spring
camp and chomping at the bit.
Last year, the Colonels dropped
its opener, on the road, to Big Ten
opponent Indiana.
After a disappointing end to a
successful start of the 2009 campaign, the Colonels look to make
amends for their 5-6 record last season and once again make it to postseason play.
“5-6 at EKU won’t get it done,”
said Hood. “But we had a real good
oﬀseason. The guys really bought in,
worked hard and took ownership of
the team.”
Missouri State, who returns 17
starters and 41 lettermen, ﬁnished
the 2009 season 6-5 and ﬁfth in the
Missouri Valley Conference standings. The Bears showed just how
tough they could be in a their ﬁnal
game of 2009, racking up 464 totals yards of oﬀense on number one
ranked Southern Illinois. It was the
most allowed of any opponent all
season.
The most heralded of the Bears
returning players is oﬀensive tackle David Arkin, a senior. Arkin is an

Unexpected plays
might do the trick
this fall season
Darren
Zancan
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The Colonels prepare for their game against the Missouri State Bears, a team
they have never played.
All-American candidate and a threetime All-MVFC performer who is
ranked as the top oﬀensive lineman
in the NCAA Division I FCS ranks.
The Bears return three other starters
on the line.
“It’s going to be a big challenge, he
(Arkin) is a great player,” said defensive tackle Andrew Soucy. “You just
have to stay low and get after it.”
Soucy, a senior and one of the
eight returning starters for the Colonel’s defensive unit, was also ﬁrst
team all conference for 2009. He led
the team with nine and a half tack-

les for a loss. Soucy attributed hard
work by himself and all of his teammates in the oﬀ-season as the determining factor for any success this
year.
“We’ve all been working hard this
spring,” Soucy said. “I worked on
my pass rushing skills and my speed
all while trying to bulk up. I added
about 10 pounds.”
Backing up the defensive line,
is another key member to Coach
Hood’s defensive regiment. Senior

› SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE B4

What are some of the
best trick plays in the playbook?
I can remember Boise
State against Oklahoma.
Boise State was down 4235 in overtime and needed
a touchdown and a twopoint conversion to win
the Fiesta Bowl. Or if they
just wanted a tie, a touchdown and an extra point
would have done the trick.
Instead Boise State ran
two trick plays (three for
the game), including the
Statue of Liberty to win
the game 43-42, in what
was one of the most thrilling football games I have
seen.
The Broncos were down
to their last play on Oklahoma’s two yard line. They
decided to use a receiver rollout option, which is
a variation of the Wildcat
oﬀense. Quarterback Jared Zabransky ran in motion left of the quarterback position. His backup
wide receiver lined up as
a running back and took
the snap, rolling right, and

threw a touchdown to his
tight end Derek Schouman, who was lined up as
a wide receiver.
Down by one, most
teams think conventional
and go for the easy extra
point. The Broncos, think
again. Bring in the Statue
of Liberty. Three receivers
line up on the right side,
Zabransky snaps the ball,
fakes a quick pass to his
right with his right hand,
and then hands the ball
oﬀ with his left hand to his
running back who ran untouched into the end zone
for the win.
So I started thinking to
myself, “What are some of
the best trick plays in college sports?”
Eastern pulled oﬀ a
trick play last year against
Kentucky right before
halftime to swing the momentum to the Colonels.
Trick plays sometimes,
if ever, work out. But they
are fun to watch. No one
expects them. A fake punt
or a fake ﬁeld goal always
has the crowd on the edge
of their seat.
Here are a few trick
plays I would love to see
Eastern run. This is all
opinion and they probably

› SEE ZANCAN, PAGE B4

